
 

 

   
 

Reception Classroom Areas Planning 
Checklist 

Start of Year Preparation - EYFS Areas of Learning 

A comprehensive guide for reception teachers preparing their learning environment for 
September 

 

Communication and Language 

Reading Corner/Story Area 

❑ Comfortable seating (cushions, bean bags, small chairs) 
❑ Good lighting for reading 
❑ Accessible book storage at child height 
❑ Mix of fiction, non-fiction, and picture books 
❑ Books reflecting diverse characters and cultures 
❑ Story props and puppets for retelling 
❑ Listening station with headphones and audio books 
❑ Cosy, defined space with soft furnishings 

Speaking and Listening Space 

❑ Circle time carpet with clear boundaries 
❑ Visual prompts for turn-taking and listening 
❑ Talk partners system clearly displayed 
❑ Show and tell area designated 
❑ Voice level charts visible 
❑ Recording equipment for children's voices 
❑ Telephone/communication props for role play 

 



 

 

   
 

Physical Development 

Fine Motor Skills Area 

❑ Writing/mark-making station with varied tools 
❑ Pencils, crayons, felt tips, paintbrushes of different sizes 
❑ Scissors (left and right-handed) 
❑ Threading activities and laces 
❑ Playdough and tools 
❑ Tweezers and tongs for picking up activities 
❑ Puzzles and construction toys 
❑ Drawing/writing surfaces at appropriate height 

Gross Motor Provision 

❑ Indoor physical activity space cleared 
❑ Movement resources easily accessible 
❑ Balance beams or tape lines on floor 
❑ Hoops, bean bags, balls stored safely 
❑ Music and movement equipment 
❑ Clear pathways between areas 
❑ Outdoor area prepared and risk assessed 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Emotional Wellbeing Space 

❑ Quiet/calm down area established 
❑ Emotion recognition displays 
❑ Worry monsters or feeling friends 

Mirrors for self-recognition activities 
❑ Photos of children and families displayed 
❑ Comfort objects allowed and stored safely 
❑ Clear visual rules and expectations displayed 



 

 

   
 

Independence Stations 

❑ Self-registration system in place 
❑ Easy access to resources with clear labelling 
❑ Child-height coat pegs and storage 
❑ Snack and water station set up 
❑ Helper chart and job responsibilities 
❑ Clear routines visually displayed 
❑ Choice boards for free play activities 

 

Literacy 

Writing Area 

❑ Variety of paper sizes and types 
❑ Writing tools for different stages of development 
❑ Letter formation guides displayed 
❑ Name cards and word banks 
❑ Clipboards for mobile writing 
❑ Stampers and stencils 
❑ Post box or writing purpose display 
❑ Alphabet frieze at child eye level 

Phonics Learning Zone 

❑ Letter sounds display with actions 
❑ Magnetic letters and boards 
❑ Sound boxes or treasure baskets 
❑ Phonics games and activities prepared 
❑ Environmental print labels around room 
❑ Initial sound sorting activities 
❑ Rhyming games and resources 

 



 

 

   
 

Mathematics 

Number Corner 

❑ Number line 0-20 displayed 
❑ Counting resources (bears, cubes, natural objects) 
❑ Number formation practice materials 
❑ Dice and number games 
❑ Calculators and number machines 
❑ Number books and counting stories 
❑ 100 square and number tracks 
❑ Mathematical vocabulary displayed 

Shape, Space and Measures Area 

❑ 2D and 3D shapes for exploration 
❑ Measuring tools (rulers, tape measures, scales) 
❑ Sorting hoops and containers 
❑ Pattern making resources 
❑ Capacity containers and water/sand 
❑ Time resources (clocks, timers, calendars) 
❑ Money for role play and counting 
❑ Positional language displays 

 

Understanding the World 

Investigation Station 

❑ Magnifying glasses and observation tools 
❑ Natural materials for exploration 
❑ Simple science equipment (tubes, funnels, sieves) 
❑ Seasonal objects and displays 
❑ Weather chart and recording sheets 
❑ Growing area (plants, seeds, pots) 
❑ Technology devices (cameras, tablets if available) 
❑ Non-fiction books about the world 



 

 

   
 

Cultural Learning Space 

❑ World map and globe accessible 
❑ Festivals and celebrations display 
❑ Artifacts from different cultures 
❑ Family photos and cultural sharing 
❑ Different languages represented 
❑ Traditional tales from various cultures 
❑ Cooking area for cultural food experiences 
❑ Community helpers resources and costumes 

 

Expressive Arts and Design 

Creative Arts Area 

❑ [Variety of art materials easily accessible 
❑ [Aprons and cleaning materials nearby 
❑ Display space for children's artwork 
❑ [Easels or vertical painting surfaces 
❑ Collage materials and glue sticks 
❑ Natural materials for art (leaves, shells, stones) 
❑ Different textures and fabrics 
❑ Art technique examples displayed 

Music and Movement Zone 

❑ Variety of musical instruments 
❑ Music listening station with headphones 
❑ Scarves and ribbons for movement 
❑ Simple recording device for compositions 
❑ Song cards with pictures and words 
❑ Cultural music from around the world 
❑ Space for dancing and movement 
❑ Rhythm sticks and shakers easily accessed 



 

 

   
 

Role Play Area 

❑ Home corner set up with real-life props 
❑ Dressing up clothes for various roles 
❑ Theme-based role play (shop, hospital, etc.) 
❑ Writing materials in role play contexts 
❑ Cultural clothing and accessories 
❑ Male and female role representation 
❑ Mirrors and props for self-expression 
❑ Links to current learning topics 

 

General Classroom Organisation 

Safety and Accessibility 

❑ All areas clearly defined with visual boundaries 
❑ Resources stored at child height 
❑ Clear pathways between learning areas 
❑ Risk assessment completed for all areas 
❑ Emergency procedures displayed and practiced 
❑ First aid kit accessible to adults 
❑ Allergies and medical needs clearly documented 
❑ Visual timetable displayed prominently 

Learning Environment 

❑ Neutral colours to reduce overstimulation 
❑ Natural light maximised where possible 
❑ Displays at child eye level 
❑ Interactive displays that children can use 
❑ Clear labels with pictures and words 
❑ Flexible furniture that can be moved easily 
❑ Technology integrated meaningfully 
❑ Plants and natural elements included 



 

 

   
 

Assessment and Observation 

❑ Observation clipboards prepared 
❑ Camera accessible for capturing learning 
❑ Learning journey folders/books ready 
❑ Next steps tracking system in place 
❑ Target children identified for focused observations 
❑ Assessment criteria clearly understood 
❑ Parents informed about assessment processes 
❑ Evidence collection systems organised 

 

Final Preparation Checklist 

Before Children Arrive 

❑ All areas photographed for reference 
❑ Induction plans prepared for new children 
❑ Parent information about learning areas ready 
❑ Staff briefed on each area's purpose and resources 
❑ Baseline assessments planned 
❑ First week activities prepared for each area 
❑ Behaviour management strategies agreed 
❑ Emergency contacts and procedures reviewed 

Ongoing Review 

❑ Weekly area effectiveness review scheduled 
❑ Children's interests observation plan in place 
❑ Seasonal changes planned ahead 
❑ Resource replenishment system established 
❑ Parent volunteer schedule organised 
❑ Continuous provision planning documented 
❑ Links to medium-term planning established 
❑ Professional development needs identified 

 



 

 

   
 

This checklist supports the implementation of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
framework and promotes high-quality early years education through well-planned learning 
environments. 
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